Is There a Deadline for Using Benefits?



There is a deadline for using MGIB benefits. Benefits generally end 10 years from the date of your last discharge from active duty.

How Can I Get More Information?



For more information, contact these sources:

Education Services Officer.  Your military Education Services Officer can tell you about 

tuition assistance that may be available from your branch of service while you’re on active duty

the advantages and drawbacks of using MGIB benefits while in service

additional sources for financing your education

the amounts and qualifications for the College Fund 



VA.  You can also contact us at VA by

calling toll-free at 

1-888-GI BILL 1 (1-888-442-4551) or

visiting us through the Internet: 

http://www.gibill.va.gov



Other sources.  Check these sources for more information about educational opportunities:

DoD Voluntary Education Program at http://voled.doded.mil/index.htm 

www.collegeispossible.org, a resource guide from The Coalition of America’s Colleges and Universities

�So keep up the good work! 

Focus on your future.

Plan for your education.

Take full advantage

of the 
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Home Loans, Too



You may be eligible now to buy a home with no downpayment.  To find out more, call 

1-800-827-1000 and request the pamphlet on VA-Guaranteed Home Loans—or go to our Web site:  www.vba.va.gov/bln/loan/index.htm



Department of Veterans Affairs

Veterans Benefits Administration



For information on other VA benefits, call 1-800-827-1000 or check our Web site:  www.vba.va.gov

�

�What’s the MGIB?



The MONTGOMERY GI BILL — Active Duty is an educational assistance program enacted by Congress to attract high quality men and women into the Armed Forces. 

The MGIB provides financial assistance to help you obtain the education you need to build a secure future for you and your family.



How CAN I Qualify?



You’ve met the first requirement for MGIB benefits by agreeing to have your pay reduced by $1,200. (Note:  the $1,200 is not refundable.)



Now, all you need to do is

continue in service, and complete the period you obligated for at your first enlistment.

receive an honorable discharge when you are separated from service.



Note:  Additionally, if you don’t have your high school diploma, you must obtain one or an equivalency certificate before your first period of active duty ends. 



Exceptions:

Obligated period.  If you are discharged early for convenience of the government, disability, or hardship, you may still be able to receive MGIB benefits. 



Benefits While in Service.  You may use MGIB benefits while in service after you have served two years of active duty.  However, for most people, waiting until after service gives you better value for your money.  

�Why?  For two reasons:

Your monthly rate will usually be much lower than the benefit you can receive after discharge.  



For benefits in service, we can pay only tuition and fees.  This amount will usually be much less than the rates shown in the table; it cannot be more. 



You will use MGIB entitlement that you may need after you’re separated from service.  Example:  to complete a four-year degree program after discharge, you may need all your entitlement.



Note:  This is not a certificate of eligibility.  To receive benefits, you must file a claim with VA.



How Much Can I Get? 



The table below shows the current full-time training rate for schooling.  Payments for other types of training follow different rules.  We’ll provide more details later in your service career.

After Discharge:

Rates for College or Vocational School

(as of 10/1/03) 

Service Obligation�Monthly Rate, Full-time training*�Total Benefit (for 36 months of training) ��2 yrs�$800�$28,800��More than 2 yrs�$985�$35,460��*If you train part time, the rates will be lower. ��

Additional amount from the College Fund.  You can receive an additional amount if you qualify for the military’s College Fund (also known as a “kicker”).  These funds are given for certain occupational specialties. 



Will This Cover All My Education Costs?

If you look into the costs of education today, you’ll learn that the MGIB may be enough to cover the costs of some college or vocational school programs, particularly state or community college programs.  But for many four-year colleges and universities, you’ll need additional financing.  (See How Can I Get More Information? on the other side of this brochure.) 



What’s The Limit To Benefits?

Benefits you can receive are limited as follows:  

36 months maximum.   If you complete the full period of your enlistment, you may be entitled to 36 months of full-time MGIB benefits.

If you’re discharged for the convenience of the government, you can still receive 36 months if you complete

20 months (for an enlistment of less than three years)

30 months (for an enlistment of three years or more) 



Less than 36 months.  If you are discharged early for certain other reasons, such as hardship, you will receive only one month of entitlement for each month of active duty.  (Example:  20 months of benefits after discharge for hardship after 20 months of active duty.)


